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The policy brief aims to show the importance of a larger scale longitudinal study focusing on young

people and children in Georgia. The study would significantly contribute to the development of

targeted youth policy in Georgia and support the work of international and local non-governmental

organisations focusing on children and young people. The study would also address the issue of

compatibility of youth policy and programs to the needs of children and young people in Georgia and

follow the wish of young people to have their voices heard.
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The policy brief is based on: (1) review of literature, policy and existing research on young people
and children in Georgia, written by CRRC-Georgia in September 2014, (2) qualitative interviews with
key informants, (3) data from focus groups and interviews with young people conducted by CRRC-
Georgiain November 2014 and (4) data from the online survey conducted with experts in the children
and youth affairs in Georgia in October, December 2014 and February 2015.

In 2014, the Ministry of Sports and Youth Affairs of Georgia adopted the National Youth Policy
document, which sets as its main goal “encouraging the establishment of a relevant environment for
comprehensive youth development in order for young people to fully realise their potential and be
actively involved in all spheres of the public life”. The number one principle of the youth policy is
“Evidence, knowledge, and experience-based decision making”.!

In interviews for the MYWeB project, young people (15-18) expressed the necessity for society to
hear their voices. They stated it was very important to research their well-being so that “the
government will know what is important for teenagers and develop relevant policy” (16-year-old
male respondent). All the interview and focus group participants confirmed their wish and readiness
to participate in further research.

Experts surveyed within the MYWeB project who work on issues of children and young people, say
many organisations work on youth issues; however, a systematic approach is needed that unites the
government, the European Union, and international organisations. In Georgia, respondents of key
informant interviews, as well as representatives of state and non-governmental organisations, clearly
state that high quality reliable data remain a challenge in Georgia. Data related to youth are collected
for individual projects by different organisations. This complicates the comparison. Therefore, there
is a need for a longitudinal data collection initiative.

Based on the interviews and focus groups with young people and state and non-governmental actors
working on youth affairs, the following recommendations are outlined:

e Thereis a need for a longitudinal survey that will collect reliable and high quality data;

e Thereis a need for a survey that will focus on subjective factors of well-being of children and
young people;

e There is lack of research studying actual living conditions and environment of children and
young people. There is a need for including a component exploring “worlds” of children and
young people in the survey;

e Thereis a need for a sampling strategy of the survey that will ensure comparison by not only
age and gender, but ethnicity, social status, household income and settlement type.
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! The Georgian National Youth Policy Document available at:
http://msy.gov.ge/files/Youth Policy (Engl) Final July 2014.pdf (last accessed on July 4 2016)
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